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With your collection of eBooks in the Gale 
Virtual Reference Library, users can search 
across your entire collection instead of one 
resource at a time. Gale Virtual Reference 
Library allows you to customize your 
reference collection to suit your library’s 
needs and conserves on shelf space, all the 
while offering unlimited usage. Teamed 
with your library, Thomson Gale has once 
again set the standard for how online 
research is done.

ALWAYS OPEN.  
ALWAYS AVAILABLE.
The revolutionary Gale Virtual Reference 
Library has all the best features of eBooks: 
You purchase titles one eBook at a time 
and provide them to your users online — 
so you can offer remote, 24/7 access. 
No specialized reader or hardware are 
required — just a standard Web browser. 
Features include:
■  The ability to navigate a list of subjects 

and eBooks from the home page
■  Viewing an eBook without performing 

a search
■ Breadcrumb navigation
■  Citation export (EndNote, ProCite, 

Reference Manager)

■  Citation generator (APA, MLA, tagged 
format)

■ Download entries
■ InfoMark generator
■ Library branding
■ Links to library holdings
■ OpenURL compliant
■ Select text or icons for results display
■ On-demand content translation — into 

Spanish, French, German, Japanese, 
Chinese, Korean, Italian and Portuguese

■ On-demand interface translation — into 
English, Spanish, French and Portuguese

Gale Virtual Reference Library’s 
unprecedented searchability empowers 
users to search a single eBook or your 
whole collection. Online searchability 
makes often-requested titles available 
to multiple users — and not just during 
business hours. Your library users can link 
to reference content through your OPAC or 
directly from the Table of Contents or Index 
page of a specific eBook when you provide 
remote access.  You’re offering unlimited 
circulation of your reference collection 
with no checkout requirements and no 
turnaways. And cross-title searches mean 
faster, more comprehensive results.

Gale Virtual Reference LibrarySM

Searches can be done on a single title or on your entire eBook collection

“ The Gale Virtual Reference 
Library provides an ideal 
way to offer either a small 
collection in new subject areas 
or, more likely, material that 
is so popular librarians will 
want to provide simultaneous 
use. The features are 
numerous, and navigation 
is straightforward, yet the 
system can be tailored to 
satisfy the most sophisticated 
researcher. The persistent 
URLs allow faculty to integrate 
text into their syllabi, and 
reference departments will 
be pleased with both the 
presentation of material and 
the flexibility of use.”

  —  netconnect , (Winter 2004)

Search results are clearly listed and take the user directly to the source



SEARCHING MADE SIMPLE
Gale Virtual Reference Library’s basic search 
functionality is simple to use — researchers 
find terms through a keyword search, by 
article title or in the full text.  For research 
that requires a more advanced search, Gale 
Virtual Reference Library supports searches 
that combine criteria by: 
■ Title 
■ Keyword 
■ Image captions
■ Publisher
■ Author 
■ Full text
■ Publications  
■ ISBN 
■ Starting page

Need to further refine your search?  You 
can limit results of your Gale Virtual 
Reference Library search by source or by 
publication date; select from a subject 
list of all disciplines in your collection; or 
focus on reference directed at children’s 
or general audience reading levels.  With 
cross-title searching, you may browse a list 
of all eBook sources in your collection and 
select up to 10 to add to your search query.  
Results are delivered at the article level (not 
a page at a time) in an HTML-based text 
and graphics format that’s designed for 
speedy display and easy readability. With 
single-click ease, articles can be printed, 
e-mailed or displayed as PDF page layouts.

SO MUCH CONTENT
More than 600 titles are now online. 
Throughout 2006, the Gale Virtual 
Reference Library will continue to grow as 
we publish new content in eBook format, 
including content from SAGE Publications, 
John Wiley & Sons, Cambridge University 
Press, Berkshire Publishing Group, 
Cartographica Ltd., Linworth Publishing, 
Inc., Bernan Press, Philip’s, M. E. Sharpe, 
John Harper Publishing, McGraw-Hill 
Digital, Idea Group Reference, Thomson 
Course Technology PTR, Tradition Publishing 
Co., Kogan Page, K. G. Saur and our own 

imprints: Macmillan Reference USA, Charles 
Scribner’s & Sons, Schirmer Reference, 
U•X•L, Lucent Books, Greenhaven Press and 
St. James Press.

 PUBLISHING PARTNERS PROGRAM 
The Gale Virtual Reference Library 
Publishing Partners Program was introduced 
as a result of librarian feedback. Customers 
have a desire to see content from multiple 
publishers on one site to avoid the silo-
effect created when each publisher sells 
from its own platform. Not only are eBooks 
from many publishers available and 
cross-searchable through Gale Virtual 
Reference Library, this partner content 
is also cross-searchable with InfoTrac 
periodical databases following the recent 
introduction of Thomson Gale PowerSearch.

XREFERPLUS
Thomson Gale has also collaborated with 
Xrefer, the acclaimed ready-reference 
provider, to distribute Xreferplus through 
the Gale Virtual Reference Library. That 
means you can have it all: the deep, 
authoritative content of subject-specific 
encyclopedias, Thomson Gale biographies, 
business plan handbooks and corporate 
histories — combined with ready-reference 
standards like dictionaries, thesauri, 
collections of quotations, atlases and more.  
Together, these two resources offer you a 
one-stop source to answer your users’ most 
demanding research questions — without 
having to re-enter search terms!

Choose from two Xreferplus packages 
for your Gale Virtual Reference Library 
collection:
■  Xreferplus 100 — select 100 of your 

favorite ready-reference titles with 
freedom to modify your selection going 
forward 

■  Xreferplus Unlimited — the entire 
Xreferplus library — more than 160 books 
— are instantly available to your patrons 
with a subscription. This option updates 
automatically when new titles are added 

FREE TRIAL
Gale Virtual Reference 

Library is available for a 
free trial. Please contact 

your Thomson Gale 
Sales Representative. 

In the U.S. and Canada: 
1-800-877-GALE 

or visit 
www.gale.com/GVRL

Outside the U.S. 
and Canada: visit 

www.gale.com/world 
for a list of Distributors 

and Sales Offices
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